
525 

Administration of George Bush, 1991 / May 20 

was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on May 20. In his message, President 
Bush referred to President Fidel Castro Ruz 

of Cuba. The message was broadcast into 
Cuba with a Spanish translation on Radio 
and TV Marti. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Points of Light 
Foundation 
May 20, 1991 

Dear Mr. Chairman: (Dear Senator:) 
The Departments of Veterans Affairs and 

Housing and Urban Development, and 
Independent Agencies Appropriations Act, 
1991 (Public Law 101–507; 104 Stat. 1351) 
(the ‘‘Act’’), requires the President to pre-
pare and submit to the appropriate commit-
tees of the Congress a report describing 
the use of funds made available by the Act 
to the Points of Light Foundation (the 
‘‘Foundation’’). Because the Foundation has 
been operational for such a short period 
of time, I submit herewith the Foundation’s 
fiscal year 1992 budget submission in lieu 
of the aforesaid report. 

I believe you will find that the fiscal year 
1992 budget submission sufficiently de-
scribes the activities of the Foundation and 
the uses to which it intends to put the mon-

ies appropriated. 
Sincerely, 

GEORGE BUSH 

Note: Identical letters were sent to Edward 
M. Kennedy and Orrin G. Hatch, chairman 
and ranking Republican member of the Sen-
ate Labor and Human Resources Committee; 
Augustus F. Hawkins and William F. Good-
ling, chairman and ranking Republican 
member of the House Education and Labor 
Committee; Barbara A. Mikulski and Jake 
Garn, chairman and ranking Republican 
member of the Senate HUD–Independent 
Agencies Subcommittee; and Bob Traxler 
and Bill Green, chairman and ranking Re-
publican member of the House VA, HUD, 
and Independent Agencies Subcommittee. 

White House Fact Sheet on the United States-German Nuclear 
Energy Safety Initiative 
May 20, 1991 

Technical Assistance for Central and Eastern 
Europe 

The President and Chancellor Kohl an-
nounced today that the United States and 
Germany will offer joint technical assistance 
programs to enhance nuclear energy safety 
in Central and Eastern Europe. This initia-
tive was prompted by their shared commit-
ment to the safe operation of peaceful nu-
clear facilities worldwide, as well as by re-
quests from Central and Eastern European 
Governments for assistance in nuclear en-
ergy safety. 

As technological leaders in the field, the 

United States and Germany will offer joint 
assistance to Central and Eastern Europe 
as well as working through the and with 
the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) in Vienna. Cooperation will focus 
initially on safety matters related to older 
reactors operating in the region, with the 
primary objective of enhancing operational 
safety at these facilities. Both sides antici-
pate that this initially modest program will 
lay the foundation for further U.S.-German 
joint efforts with Central and Eastern Eu-
rope, as part of their broader commitment 
to the success of these new democracies. 
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The IAEA is now engaged in a com-
prehensive safety review of first 
generational nuclear reactors in Central and 
Eastern Europe. The United States and 
Germany will provide teams of experts and 
contribute up to $200,000 each in support 
of this work, which will focus on instrumen-
tation and control, operating procedures, 
fire protection, and facility management 
and organization. The United States and 
Germany also support follow-on measures 
to the IAEA safety review in key areas such 
as operator training, power plant mainte-
nance, and safety procedures, and have 
agreed to matching financial commitments 
of up to $1 million each over the next 2 
years to help fund these activities. 

In addition, the United States and Ger-
many will work closely with the World Bank 
and the newly created European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development to en-
courage a priority focus on safety and envi-
ronmental concerns in their energy-related 
lending programs. This could include, for 
example, funding for alternative sources of 
electricity to cover energy demands while 

safety repairs are performed at nuclear 
power plants. Both sides will also work to 
promote energy efficiency and adequate 
supplies of energy resources in these coun-
tries, and they will work jointly through the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development, the Nuclear Energy 
Agency, and the International Energy Agen-
cy to promote nuclear energy safety in Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe. 

Coordination of Bilateral Programs With the 
Soviet Union 

The President and Chancellor Kohl also 
agreed to coordinate their existing programs 
of nuclear operational safety cooperation 
with the Soviet Union. The U.S. program, 
which commenced with a U.S.-Soviet agree-
ment signed on March 16, 1990, is being 
implemented under a longstanding U.S.-So-
viet Memorandum of Cooperation on Civil-
ian Nuclear Reactor Safety. The program 
emphasizes improved operational safety 
practices through strengthened operating 
instructions, training, and management and 
operational controls. 

The President’s News Conference With Chancellor Helmut Kohl of 
Germany 
May 20, 1991 

The President. I had a chance to welcome 
Chancellor Kohl, the Chancellor of a united 
Germany. And I was delighted to do that 
and welcome him and his Foreign Minister, 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher, and others in his 
party. We’ve had a good meeting. 

We discussed the European security and 
the importance of NATO in terms of future 
security for Europe. We both agreed that 
we have a lot at stake in the successful 
conclusion of the Uruguay round. We had 
detailed discussions about the Soviet Union, 
and Chancellor Kohl shared with me his 
thoughts on that important question. And 
I had a chance to thank Chancellor Kohl 
for Germany’s support during the war and 
to congratulate him for the leadership role 
that Germany took in trying to bring aid 
to the Kurds over there in Iraq. 

The Chancellor. Thank you very much, 
Mr. President. Mr. President, ladies and 
gentlemen, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank you and all of our American 
friends for the unrelenting support which 
we have been given on our way to complete 
German unification. 

For over 40 years our American friends 
have guaranteed peace and freedom of the 
free part of our fatherland of what was then 
the Federal Republic of Germany. Millions 
of American soldiers have served their mili-
tary service in our country, far away from 
their home country. We will never forget 
that because that was a precondition for 
the 3d of October, for the Day of German 
Unity. 

Today again we talked about the process 
of political unity for Europe, as we have 
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